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nahs of our nation’s independence day. Memorial
days are features of our American life.

Nor are such days to be deprecated. Some of
them may indeed be attended with incidental evils.
Deplorable frivolity and intemperance often attend
anniversary observances, but these are the abuses of
these ceremonies and not the commemorations them-
selves. It is certainly right for us to mnotice, and
in fitting manner to celebrate, the good provi-
dences of God in connection with our births, or
with the circumstances which gave happy impulse
to our early years, or filled our hearts in manhood
with lively courage and with just pride. Anniver-
saries should be observed, not with thoughtless folly
or with heartless dissipation, but with serious grati-
tude to God, and with hearty acknowledgment of
his goodness in providence and grace. * What hath
God wrought #'—* Hitherto hath the Lord helped us.”
— Lord, what wilt thow have us to do ?"—these are
the keys to be struck on memorial days, and they
are keys which must give forth the music of thanks-
giving and new devotion, music which will leave its
thrill upon the ear, and its sacred influence upon the
heart for days and months to come.

We are now assembled to commemorate the

is the church of our Lord Jesus Christ. 'L'he great
light of any single community is its Christian churchs
It is a day of rich blessing to any neighborhood, a
day long to be gratefully remembered, when a
Christian church is formed, when stated preaching
of the gospel is introduced, when intelligent organ-
ized effort begins to be made, by the grace of the
Holy Spirit, to break the power of sin, and to win
souls to Jesus Christ. The event deserves to be
commemorated with holy, grateful joy. And every
step of the onward life of the new-formed church
deserves to be recounted and dwelt upon with
thankfulness and praise. '

The Reformed Protestant Dutch Church of Fast
Millstone is not an old church. We are gathered
in honor, not of its one hundredth or even its fiftieth,
but only of its tenth birth-day. It may be thought
by some that little of interest can be found in its
short life. We think it will appear otherwise how-
ever, as we proceed to relate, concisely as possible,
the providential and gracious dealings which have
filled our hearts with gratitude and which we deem
well fitted to encourage this church to go forward
to new successes and new triumphs in its future
career.



































































